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independent, free, fearing no man nor wishing any to be afraid of him, equal of all, and wishing all to be his equal. See what he told his disciples when he washed their feet.
He was no condemner of war. Nowhere does he say a soldier's profession is wrong. On the contrary he recognised that soldiering gives sometimes a quality other professions do not. It is a sincerity, a clearness, an earnestness, as opposed to cleverness.
" The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.
" For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me : and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh ; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.
" When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.
6< And I say unto you, that many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
" But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into utter darkness : there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
There is no condemnation here of the soldier, and all who know soldiers will have recognised that in sincerity and truth of purpose they often stand alone.